Annex A: Information on the potential second wave eco-town locations


Eco-towns PPS: Funding announcement of 9 March

John Healey  announced on 1 Dec that a total of £10m would be made available to local authorities who were keen to adopt in their local plans the Eco-towns PPS standards to help shape major new development.   The available funding comprised:  £5m (revenue) to undertake planning studies to test the sustainability and viability of proposals alongside the development of the local plan;  and £5m (capital) to put in place early demonstration projects, so that local people can see the benefits that eco-town standard developments can offer.  In all cases these proposals are, or are intended to become, part of the local plan work being led by the authority and will be subject to the full local planning process.  
Since December further locations have come forward and two are included in this announcement as part of the second wave locations – Cranbrook and Fareham.

This note  sets out the details of the funding allocations for each area, and some of the projects that the funding will support, subject to further work on procurement and in some cases planning permission..  
Norths towe, Cambridgeshire 

Northstowe is a flagship project within the Cambridgeshire sub-regional growth area and is strongly supported by the local authorities, regional partners and the Homes and Communities Agency which acquired just under half of the site from Defence Estates in 2007. The project is intended to create around 9,500 homes with up to 9,000 new jobs and benefits from over £100m of up front transport investment in the form of the Cambridgeshire Guided Busway which will serve the new community and provide an attractive alternative to the car. Northstowe was highlighted as an early prototype in the Eco-towns Prospectus, and the plans have always envisaged the town reaching very high standards of quality and environmental sustainability. However market and investment factors have held back progress with detailed planning and there is an opportunity now to re-assess the designs and concepts to see if the PPS standards can be achieved on all or part of the site.

The £1.5m funding awarded today will help to achieve full eco-town standards in the way that Northstowe development is carried out and accelerate delivery of the local plan.   Work will build on the existing evidence base and support analysis of how to develop the town to PPS standards while ensuring the scheme remains financially viable.  An innovative demonstrator project will provide a Northstowe information centre within a station building for the Busway and Park and Ride, which will demonstrate a wide range of sustainability measures, together with a retrofitting programme to improve the environmental performance of existing homes within the footprint of the new town.

Shoreham Harbour 

Shoreham Harbour is a large scale strategic regeneration and growth project being taken forward by Adur, Brighton and Hove and West Sussex Councils, with the support of SEEDA, HCA and Shoreham Port Authority. The partners are keen to achieve an international exemplar in sustainable development and the objectives for the development have a good fit with the Eco-towns PPS standards. The  Eco-quarter could contain around 5,000 homes and a similar level of jobs with higher levels of development being tested in preparatory work for the Adur and Brighton and Hove Core Strategies. 
Today’s funding award of up to £1.5m will support the Adur Core Strategy (due for consultation later in 2010) by funding studies which will help provide evidence to ensure deliverability and develop solutions to environmental and infrastructure issues, including green infrastructure and renewable energy.   Subject to further detailed discussion, and consideration of the planning application, it would contribute to the development of PortZed, an innovative 67 apartment scheme in which all electricity required for the apartments will be provided by small scale wind turbines situated between the apartment blocks including affordable housing together with commercial/retail and public space (designed by Bill Dunster of BedZed fame and built to Code 6 of Code for sustainable Homes).  
Yeovil 

South Somerset District Council and Somerset County Council are committed to the potential of achieving eco-town standard in an urban eco-village and an eco-extension on the edge of Yeovil.  The eco-village, in the heart of Yeovil, will be the first phase of development whilst the location of the urban extension is being determined through the District Council’s work on a draft core strategy which is due for public consultation later this year. 
The £1.5m funding announced today will support the Council in undertaking more detailed studies, including masterplanning to eco-town standards and enabling them to publish their emerging core strategy later in 2010.  It also includes demonstrator funding which, subject to further discussion of details, would support a start on the urban village with an innovative 37 home scheme at The Glove Factory built to achieve a minimum of Code 5 and illustrate the potential of wind and hydro power in an urban setting together with biomass energy generation for the scheme.  It would also provide an education centre and retrofitting of properties.
Taunton 

Somerset County Council and Taunton Deane Borough Council are proposing detailed studies of potential eco-town development at Monkton Heathfield, a development area with capacity for 5,000 homes to the NE of Taunton. This is a proposal in the emerging local core strategy and the draft Regional Spatial Strategy driven by high levels of need and demand for housing. It will be a self-contained community, including employment, services and community facilities, well linked to Taunton by public transport and sustainable travel option. The local authorities are committed to achieving the UK carbon reduction targets.  This additional funding of £630,000 will support more detailed feasibility and development work and (following the recent public consultation) enable the Council to publish their Core Strategy preferred option later in 2010.  It will enable the preparation of detailed proposals in areas such as sustainable transport, renewable energy, green infrastructure and masterplanning of development areas.

Looking further ahead, lessons learned from these studies will be applied to the strategic urban extension at Taunton-Comeytrowe (SW of Taunton) which, should this development area be taken forward, could have capacity for 6-8,000 homes.

Leeds (Aire Valley, York North West, North Kirklees and Bradford-Shipley Canal Corridor)
Leeds City Region has developed an Urban eco-settlement programme, with the aim of delivering Eco-towns PPS standards in four key housing growth and regeneration areas (Leeds Aire Valley, York North West, North Kirklees and Bradford-Shipley canal corridor) within the City region. The approach will be to integrate these within the existing built environment of major urban areas, which will provide challenging but valuable experience in testing/applying the eco-town standards. This programme would also take forward the city region commitments on CO2 reduction, development of a low carbon economy and development and testing of the PPS standards in an urban setting. 
Today’s funding of £1.2m will enable additional work on the LDF and masterplanning to be undertaken, including detailed studies on energy, environmental infrastructure and transport across the 4 areas.  It is proposed to include a commitment to eco-town standards in the York Core Strategy due for submission later in 2010 (in relation to York North West) and in the Leeds Aire Valley Area Action Plan currently being revised.  Demonstrator projects in York and Aire Valley will let local people see early on the benefits of eco development.  An education centre and information show home at York North West will also provide a base for training in sustainable construction techniques with links to the University of York’s academy.
Lincoln area and Gainsborough
City of Lincoln Council, North Kesteven District Council, West Lindsey District Council, Lincolnshire County Council have established a joint planning committee and are in the early stages of preparing a Joint Core Strategy with public consultation on issues and options planned for 2010. The authorities wish to achieve zero carbon development that is highly adaptive to climate change and to commit to the Eco-towns PPS standards.  It is intended that the standards will be used as a framework against which the sustainability of alternative strategies for the distribution of growth across the whole area will be assessed and developed.  A key focus on the future will be on urban extension development options around Lincoln and at Gainsborough. These potential urban extensions are mainly in single ownerships which would help to secure eco-town concepts and a high standard of sustainability. 
This funding award of up to £1.5m will support the Joint Committee in driving forward their core strategy for publication in 2011, by enabling them to undertake a detailed assessment of the feasibility of meeting higher environmental standards, particularly for green infrastructure and energy usage.  In Gainsborough, subject to further feasibility work, it will support a highly innovative project to retrofit existing terraced housing, combined with new build, including the remodeling of a traditional terrace and street, by introducing greenspace and common services, linked to a combined heat and power plant.  The Councils would then seek to apply the lessons from this demonstrator scheme to help other new development, such as the proposed urban extensions as well as enabling existing communities to become more sustainable.
Dearne Valley, Sheffield City Region
The vision developed for the Dearne Valley aims to create a low carbon community by grasping the opportunities and applying the solutions needed to address climate change. The plan is to apply the principles of eco-towns to existing communities in the Dearne Valley to provide a showcase for sustainable living across a range of issues such as housing, transport, economic development and the environment. The Dearne Valley threads through three local authority areas - Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham - so the partners are looking to create a master plan for the Dearne Valley as a whole to provide a coherent and consistent approach to delivery in what is already a well defined geographical and social area. This will be supported by governance structures which will enhance collaborative working and will accelerate the realisation of the vision that will see the Dearne Valley become the lowest carbon community of its type in the country within ten years

The Barnsley Core Strategy, published recently, includes a commitment to Eco-town PPS standards in relation to the Dearne Valley, and the funding awarded today £455,000 will support development of the eco vision for Dearne Valley in all 3 areas  through more detailed studies on delivering to the higher eco-town standards, as well as identifying employment and education opportunities.  This will be further supported by the demonstrator project at the Ann Rhodes Community Centre at Brampton in Rotherham which will showcase new technologies in a retrofit show home.
Cornwall 
Cornwall Council is supporting one of the four first wave eco-towns around St Austell - Clay Country and is keen to test the feasibility of applying the eco-towns/eco-communities concept as it addresses the growth and housing needs of other parts of the county. The Council's emerging vision is based on a Green Cornwall and the Council's own CO2 commitments. 
The funding awarded to the Council today of up to £500,000 will enable it to test the feasibility of a range of options for Cornwall based on the PPS standards and to look at areas of search, and also innovative solutions to delivery, which will help to determine the County's new Core Strategy Issues and Options for consultation later in 2010.  This will be further supported by the Illogen Green Ripple, a community based green living project on the edge of Camborne, which aims to deliver significant carbon emission reductions, in line with the PPS, through both physical and behavioral change in areas such as transport, energy and waste.
Cranbrook

A growth point and new settlement east of Exeter, which is a south west regional priority, and like Northstowe was highlighted in the Eco-towns Prospectus to demonstrate how new settlements can stimulate innovation.  Initially it will provide 3,500 homes by 2016 with 40 percent of these being affordable, with the potential for further expansion to 7,500 homes.  It will help realise the full economic potential of Exeter as a major regional centre, providing a range of employment opportunities.

Funding of £200,000 will enable East Devon District Council to carry out further work to develop their Masterplan and enable them to test the potential for higher standards and levels of growth building on the innovative approaches that they have already developed, including combined and district heat and power proposals.
Fareham

This is a new settlement of at least 7,000 homes, north of Fareham which is part of the South Hampshire growth partnership (Partnership for Urban South Hampshire). It is a priority for Fareham Borough Council who are committed to developing a sustainable development to the high standards set out in the PPS.  Funding of £200,000 will enable them to undertake more detailed work, including green infrastructure assessments, and studies on waste, water and renewable energy.
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