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Living Places

Response to Draft Planning Policy Statement: Eco-towns – Consultation

Introduction

1. The Living Places partnership consists of Arts Council England, the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE), English Heritage, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA); Sport England; the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG). As this is a response to a CLG consultation, CLG have not contributed to this response, and the views set out below do not represent those of CLG.  This is a response by the remaining Living Places partners – Arts Council England, CABE, English Heritage, MLA, Sport England and DCMS. 
2. The Living Places partners are committed to the delivery of a programme ensuring that all communities, particularly those experiencing housing-led growth and regeneration, can benefit from cultural and sporting opportunities. By working together, the partners will ensure that culture and sport are embedded in the development of our villages, towns and cities alongside other key areas of provision such as healthcare and transport. 

3. The Living Places partnership welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  We believe that our partnership has much to offer to the successful development of eco-towns, and it is in this spirit that we respond.  We will respond to those questions where we consider the partners can add value or insight.  

4. In addition, individual partners may respond independently to this consultation, reflecting particular interests or in the fulfilment of their statutory responsibilities.  This response should then be seen as that of the Living Places partners in so far as this consultation affects the delivery of their shared priorities in relation to the Living Places programme.  

Q1. Does the draft Planning Policy Statement provide sufficient guidance on the consideration of eco-towns through the plan making process?

5. The Living Places partnership acknowledges the guidance and standards provided within the draft PPS are adequate in terms of the areas that they correspond to, such as transport and green infrastructure.  Guidance needs to be developed in the context of advice and guidance beyond the statutory and regulatory framework.  The Living Places partners have developed the Culture and Sport Planning Toolkit to support the place of culture and sport in building sustainable communities.  It seeks to:

· help planning and culture professionals find information on how to integrate planning for culture and sport into their existing infrastructure; 

· develop a greater consistency in how planning authorities assess the need for culture and sport and build this into their plans; and 

· building and sharing a body of knowledge about the best approaches to planning for cultural and sporting infrastructure.

6. We believe that the CSPT provides a means to assist eco-town developers use culture and sport to build sustainable communities, particularly to fulfil the ambitions of PPS 12. 

Q4.1 Do you consider that the standards provide a clear basis on which to make decision on planning applications for eco-towns?

7. In the main, we consider that the standards do indeed provide this clear basis.  

Q4.10 The local services standard allows flexibility to reflect existing local provision and the size of development.  Does it cover the essential services which will be needed in eco-towns?

8. Paragraph 4.17 ‘local services’ refers to the need to consider, “leisure, health and social care, education, retail, arts and culture, library services, sport and play facilities and community and voluntary sector facilities.”  We consider that this includes a full assessment of the range of culture and sport facilities that could contribute to the building of sustainable communities in eco-towns.  The Culture and Sport Planning Toolkit is the mechanism recommended by the Living Places partners for developers to realise this contribution.  We hope that this could be recognised in advice and guidance that supports the Planning Policy Statement, if not the Statement itself.
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