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Delivering and securing quality cultural facilities in development
Our aims and what we do 
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) champions well-designed buildings and public spaces. We offer expert and practical guidance to planners, designers, clients and architects on delivering projects that will create attractive, functional and, most importantly, sustainable neighbourhoods and communities. 

CABE is particularly focused on the quality of the delivery process and high quality results for design and sustainability. The guidance documents listed below are there to help bring about high quality buildings and places, particularly in areas of growth, regeneration and renewal. They will help the users of the toolkit to include planning for culture in the development process. The documents are:

The Value Handbook recognises the cultural value and benefits that well-designed buildings, spaces and places bring. CABE believes “as we build, we create a legacy for future generations. It is one of our contributions to culture and shows the sort of society we want to create.”   

CABE’s sustained involvement as a champion for the quality of the built environment in areas of significant growth and investment as well as areas of decline will see the creation and enhancement of places which are “beautiful, workable, accessible… human places.”

Key guidance 

The Value Handbook: getting the most from your buildings and spaces offers practical guidance on understanding the different types of values and benefits from well-designed buildings and spaces.

Culture and leisure
Building Excellence in the Arts: a guide for clients is new guidance for clients who are delivering arts capital projects. It recognises that arts buildings tend to be functionally complex and exacting. The guidance presents nine key themes for delivering well designed, capital arts projects.
Masterplanning

Creating Successful Masterplans: a guide for clients provides advice about the masterplan process and its technicalities. It identifies key client roles and should be used as a reference throughout masterplanning.  It aims to help masterplanners, clients and their advisers to adopt a common language and approach to creating successful places  
Buildings
Creating Excellent Buildings: a guide for clients provides detailed advice on four main stages of a building project – preparation, design, construction and use of the building. It recognises that a well designed building is of greater value to all involved.

Regeneration and growth
Actions for Housing Growth: creating a legacy of great places sets out 10 actions for local government and delivery vehicles seeking to create high-quality places in areas of housing growth. These include:

· working in partnership
· using the planning system to develop a shared vision and set standards, and
· planning strategically for social infrastructure which includes cultural heritage.
The publication explains what needs to be done to create places in which people want to invest, live and work. It also contains case studies.
Housing Market Renewal: action plan for delivering successful places is an action plan for the regeneration of the 12 housing market renewal areas across the North of England and the West Midlands. Rather than focusing solely on housing, regeneration of these areas can champion place-making and design. It can also link place-shaping with heritage, community and environment, as well as encouraging delivery partnerships and maximising funding. 
Public Spaces
Start with the Park: creating sustainable urban green spaces in areas of housing growth and renewal explains the different benefits parks can have. It describes successful green spaces and how public art can be integrated into their design and development to enhance people’s appreciation of the landscape and public realm. 
Paying for Parks: Eight models for funding urban green spaces provides advice on possible sources and methods for securing capital and revenue funding for managing and maintaining open spaces as defined by Planning Policy Guidance 17: Planning For Open Space, Sport and Recreation. This guide will be invaluable where public open spaces are planned as part of an arts centre, for example. The guide also explains how to ensure the long-term resourcing of green spaces, particularly in areas of growth and renewal. This includes adopting a regional approach and building revenue funding into management frameworks. 

Case studies

CABE has published a range of national and international case studies for the cultural and recreation sector. You can get these by going to Case Studies: Culture and Leisure, and Public Space. The studies include:

· the development of the BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art in Gateshead, Tyne and Wear as part of a wider River Tyne-side regeneration programme
· redevelopment of a Victoria building for the Chinese Arts Centre in Manchester in an area of continual regeneration
· the development of Peckham Library in South East London as part of new public community facilities on the new Peckham Square   

· building the Lincoln City Museum as part of a wider urban revitalisation programme in the Flaxengate area
· building the new National Maritime Museum in Cornwall which forms part of the redesign of the Discovery Quay area of the town 

· renovation of a 1930s building for the Third Space in West London as a club offering a range of health, leisure and community services 
· creating four new public gardens and two civic squares in a regeneration scheme as part of the Phoenix Initiative in Coventry.
Background research and further advice
Making Design Policy Work: how to deliver good design through your local development framework. This explains where design fits into the planning system. It helps local authorities develop effective design policies. 
By Design- urban design in the planning system: towards better practice provides guidance on integrating design policies into the planning system. Published in 2000, most of the design principles are still applicable today, particularly in relation to Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, and Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing.

Artists and Places: engaging creative minds in regeneration explains how to effectively involve artists as key partners in the development process. 
21st Century Libraries: changing forms, changing futures examines the changing social and physical functions of our libraries.
Designing and Planning for Play: public space lessons is new guidance which accompanies the significant government investment in children’s play. Play England provides detailed guidance on planning for play. 
Land in Limbo: making the best use of vacant urban spaces is new guidance aimed at making the most efficient and effective use of derelict urban spaces to benefit the environment and local communities.  
The Thames Gateway Design Pact: making new things happen is an agreement among those involved in the Thames Gateway, Europe’s largest regeneration project. 
New Things Happen: a guide to the future Thames Gateway sets out the vision for the Thames Gateway and four themes to be implemented through planning policies.  
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