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ENGLISH HERITAGE



INFORMATION SHEET:
Planning to preserve and enhance http://www.helm.org.uk/index.phpour heritage 

Our aims and what we do 
English Heritage is the government’s statutory adviser on the historic environment. We seek to unlock the potential of the historic environment through sustainable management of the best of our heritage, in partnership with national, regional and local decision-makers. One of our key aims is to develop guidance and advice to support all involved in this process. 

In order to create truly sustainable communities, current government programmes and projects, such as those relating to housing growth and renewal, need to have proper regard to local character and distinctiveness. The preservation and enhancement of England’s historic environment is the principal means of achieving this.    
English Heritage believes important lessons can be learned from the past to help achieve the practical needs of sustainable development. The re-use and adaptation of heritage assets is at the heart of sustainable development. Re-using assets lessens the amount of energy expended on new development and avoids high levels of construction waste. 

Heritage can also boost local economies, attract investment, highlight local distinctiveness, promote civic pride and add value to property in an area. People like living in, working in and visiting historic places and areas – development that uses the best of our heritage as a platform for the future can use this to its advantage. 
Its approach in the English Heritage Strategy 2005-2010 is to create a cycle of understanding, valuing, caring and enjoying. 
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Key guidance

English Heritage Strategy 2005-2010 outlines specific strategic aims to achieve the cycle of understanding, valuing, caring and enjoying. English Heritage produces regional plans for the English regions to implement the strategy. 

Conservation Principles - Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of the Historic Environment: This policy and guidance aims to:

· ensure consistent advice on those development proposals in architecturally or historically significant places 
· encourage planning authorities to take a rigorous approach to assessing development proposals affecting any significant places, and 
· make those seeking development consent aware of the tests likely to be applied and the supporting information required.
The guidance helps practitioners to:
· apply the framework of conservation principles 

· understand the range of heritage values

· follow a process to assess the heritage significance of a place, and

· enable development. 
Constructive Conservation in Practice is a series of case studies that aims to illustrate how the creative reuse of historic places and buildings can support a wide range of objectives such as regeneration, place-making and community development.  
Enabling Development and the Conservation of Significant Places provides guidance for special cases where development can be granted planning permission because of benefits to the public. It sets out the role and responsibilities of:
· the local planning authority
· and the developer.
Heritage Works is a practical step-by-step guide for the development industry and practitioners on the role of historic buildings in successful heritage-led regeneration. It ranges from project initiation, concept development, project preparation, implementation, and occupation and management. 

Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning: English Heritage has also teamed up with the Countryside Agency, English Nature and the Environment Agency to produce this guidance. It advises on how Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Frameworks can incorporate high environmental standards and make full use of the benefits offered by the existing natural environment. 

The HELM (Historic Environment Local Management) website provides a comprehensive source of guidance for decision makers in local authorities, regional agencies and national organisations. It is essentially for all those whose decisions and actions affect the historic environment. The website offers a range of guidance and planning advice on:

· the role of heritage in planning policies
· its contribution to sustainable community objectives, and 
· the integration of the historic environment with other public policies such as regeneration, low demand housing and transport. 
Case studies and using tools in practice 

A number of local planning authorities use English Heritage guidance as supplementary planning documents: These include:
· Liverpool City SPD on Tall Buildings (Draft December 2004)
· North East Lincolnshire SPG Note No. 8 on Planning the Historic Environment (Draft April 2004)
· London Borough of Merton SPG on Archaeology (February 2004) and SPG on Listed Buildings (February 2004) 
· West Dorset SPG on Enabling Development and the Conservation of Heritage Assets by English Heritage June 1999 (May 2000)
· Gloucester SPD on Development Affecting Sites of Historic (Archaeological) Environment (August 2008)
Planners and developers also use Historic Landscape Characterisation which explains the significance of the local historic environment by drawing together several sources of data and information. 
English Heritage has three Historic Landscape Characterisation projects underway in the following Growth Areas:
· London-Stansted-Cambridge 
· Milton Keynes & South Midlands Growth Area: working with the county councils of Bucks, Herts, Beds and Northants to produce characterisations of the landscape around Milton Keynes 
· Thames Gateway: a rapid, first stage characterisation covering the whole of the Gateway region. 
English Heritage is also making progress on its characterisation project in the housing market renewal areas, such as in Liverpool. 

HELM’s themed Case Studies demonstrate the benefits of good decision-making in the historic environment. Eventually, there will be one case study for each local authority in each of the English regions. 
Background research and further advice

Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 15 – Planning and the Historic Environment is the government’s planning policy for the protection of historic buildings, conservation areas, and other elements of the historic environment.
PPG 16 – Archaeology and Planning is the government’s planning policy for handling archaeological remains through the development plan and development control processes.  
Work is currently underway on a new Planning Policy Statement and supporting guidance documents for the historic environment and we expect there to be a public consultation on its contents during the first half of 2009. 
Heritage Counts is an annual survey of the state of England’s historic environment. This is a valuable database of current resources for planning authorities to ensure they are effectively integrated into planning policy and delivery plans. The full series of reports (including annual reports for each of the nine English regions) can be found at www.heritagecounts.org.uk. 
Planning and Development in the Historic Environment is a charter that sets out the steps that English Heritage is taking to improve the services available to people involved in changing the historic environment. The charter is for people who own a historic site, local planning authorities and developers. 
To support the significant development at the Thames Gateway, A Welcome Home and Growing Places outline the role that the historic environment has played in shaping the Thames Gateway region and in helping to enhance the development of existing communities. They also describe how the historic environment can be of benefit to new communities over the next few years. 

There are also area-based urban design studies in places undergoing major change, particularly for the London region, such as for Farringdon/ Smithfield.
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